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Kasumigaoka National Stadium was built in
1958 at the former site of the Meiji Jingu Gaien
Athletic Stadium. It was the venue for the Third
Asian Games in May 1958, the 18th Olympic
Games in October 1964, and the 10th Universiade
in 1967.

Subsequently, the stadium has been used not
only for many important athletic events, but also
for major soccer and rugby games. This stadium
is truly a main venue for Japanese sports events.
In recent years it has been used for the Third
IAAF  Championships in Athletics and J-League
soccer games.

Inside the stadium, there are public facilities,
such as a gymnasium, a swimming pool, a training
center, a sports sauna and a sports museum.
The stadium has played a major role as a model
of sports facilities in the Japanese society.

Other than the Kasumigaoka National Stadium,
the National Stadium manages the Prince Chichibu
Memorial Rugby-Football Field, Yoyogi Stadium, and
Nishigaoka Stadium. And it has contributed greatly to
wide promotion of sports.
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Cover photo: Statue of Prince Chichibu climbing the mountain.
Work of Fumio Asakura which Emperor Showa presented to Prince Chichibu in 1928.
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This section exhibits historically valuable evidences
in learning a transition from the classic to modern
Olympic Games, the Fifth Stockholm Games, in which
Japan participated for the first time, and the 18th
Tokyo Games.
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Various kinds of Western sports were introduced to
Japan, when the country opened its door to the world
at the beginning of the Meiji era (the late 19th century.)
Traditional martial arts were also systematized as
sports, and schools added sports to their educational
curricula. Then sports became popular in general.
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The late Meiji through the early Showa era (from
the late 19th to the early 20th century) was a time
for Japanese sports to widely develop both at home
and abroad. However, this growing period was soon
followed by the Second World War and then postwar
years, during which sports were misused in confusion
by the authority.

After the war in Japan, sports first brought some bright
news to the devastated country; establishment of the
world record in swimming by Hironoshin Furuhashi
known as the Flying Fish of the Fujiyama, celebration
of the First National Sports Festival, and the Helsinki
Olympic Games, the first postwar Olympics for Japan.
Then finally, the Third Asian Games and the 18th
Tokyo Olympic Games symbolized the revival of Japan
from the war.
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If sports are physical expressions of beauty and strength,
art works, such as paintings and sculptures on themes
of sports, would also be another form of their expressions.
Art works on sports are displayed not only inside the
museum but also outside the building.
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Even before the word, sport, was introduced to Japan,
there already existed old forms of sports in Japan,
such as Yabusame (archery), Kemari (football), Sumo
wrestling, and various martial arts and swordsmanship.
They were popular recreations to the public.Traditional
costumes and sporting goods are exhibited.
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This exhibition corner introduces the history of sports
events held in Japan, such as Asian Games,
Universiades, and the National Sports Festival, which
history goes back to almost 70 years ago.The museum
also presents various international and domestic sports
competitions held at home and abroad.
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This hall is located across the hallway close to
the exit of the museum. It is used as a gallery, which
holds exhibitions of sports photographs or children’s
drawings collected throughout the country.
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(DFirst gold medal for Japan ( Mikio Oda, triple-jump)@First medal (Ichiya Kumagai, 2nd place in tennis) @First Winter Games medal
(Chiharu Igaya, 2nd place in slalom skiing) @Medal of friendship (Sueo Ohe and Shuhei Nisida, pole vault) ®Tokyo Olympic Games
gold medal®Sapporo Winter Games gold medal @First sacred fire relay torch (11th Berlin Games) ®Japan's first track and field
equipments (Yahiko Mishima) @First postwar gold medalist's wrestling uniform(Shohachi Ishii) @First figure skating uniform (Etsuko
Inada) @Men's swimming wear (10th Los Angeles Games)@Tokyo Olympic Games men's official uniform —— The above are Olympic
related items @Pickle and stone from the mountain peak when first climbing Manaslu @Japan’s oldest hammer throw equipment
®Geta skates ®Baseball equipments of the Meiji period @Winning shield which became the Swimming Association’s emblem @Table
tennis equipments of the Meiji-Taisho period @Gymnastic equipments of the Meiji period (sticks, dumbbells) @Participation medal of

the Meiji-jingu sports event(hand grenade throw) @Certificate of the world record in swimming (Hironoshin Furuhashi)
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Prince Yasuhita Chichibu was born on June 25, 1901, as the second prince of the Taisho Emperor. He grew up
with the same generation of many sportsmen who established the early stage in developing modern sports in Japan.

Along with his own experiences, Prince Chichibu had taken an active role for the future of Japanese sports and
contributed to lay the cornerstone of today's glorious Japanese sportsdom.

It was February 2, 1919, a day of heavy snow in Tokyo, when Prince Chichibu tried skiing for the first time at
the age of 11. His first pair of skis was made in Takada with alpine-type bindings and was presented by General

Gaishi Nagaoka.

He became known as the Sportsman Prince, since he became the patron of the Sixth Far East Championship
Games held in 1923, and casually walked on the ground of the Osaka City Stadium.

Around this time, he showed a strong interest in rugby and sculling.

climbing. He had climbed the Japan Alps.

But his most favorite was mountain

At the Paris Olympic Games of 1924, he presented the Japanese flag to the Japanese delegates. Since then, this

flag has been carried by the Japanese delegation to the Olympic Games and the Asian Games.

delegation uses the newly made second flag.)

(The current

During his overseas mission from 1925 to 1928, he participated in tennis tournament in Nice. He was also
selected as a foreman of the Oxford University rowing team and fully participated in practice at the Oxford.

After his return to Japan in 1928, his notes on trecking the Japan Alps were translated into English and introduced
in England. He became well known as the Prince of the Mountains.

Later, he became a patron of many sports events and donated winning cups to different competitions. He also
joined to select the site of the Okurayama Jump Hill in Sapporo and to plan the construction of the Hanazono

Rugby Stadium in Osaka.

Although he had been ill since the autumn of 1941, he became a patron of the Japan Amature Athletic Federation in 1947.

However, a rughby game inviting the Oxford University and the Japan National Championships in Athletic were the
last occasions for him to visit the National Stadium as the Sportsman Prince.
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TOKYO METROPOLITAN GYMNASIUM

B £ © 9 :30~16:30(%{FI6:00FT)
AfEE © —AR150/ (80M). kAL TE0M (30M) ) NEEFE Q0B L)
KREEQ © |2 .E 4 AEA. 3 A | B.ERFR. tOtE 2 BREEE
Z WO JRFEATBERTE LSS S
EfEip © EF

otstEr & b ICENBRBORYHTEET

Open: 9:30A.M.~4:30P.M. (Reception close at 4 00P.M.)
Entrance Fee: |ndividual/General ¥150 (¥80), Student ¥50 (¥30)

Close: the Second and Fourth Tuesdays, March 1, New Year Holidays,
and additional 2 weeks in a year
Trafffic: 5 minute wWalk from Sendagaya Station on JR
Parking: Free
©Walking tour in Kasumigaoka National Stadium is also available
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Prince Chichibu Memorial Sports Museum

160 EEHBHBEBXBEEL EILRKIERN
10 Kasumigaoka, Shinjyuku-ku, Tokyo 160 Japan
Phone . 03-3403-1151 Fax : 03-3403-7764
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